Osten-Sacken

Berlin, 28th February, 1910.

I have been quite a lot in the world this week, having
taken part in several big dinners. Tve already spoken to
you about the one at the Austrian Embassy and of the im-
pression Aerenthal made on me. It appears I'm not the only
one to have got this, and that here in the Ministry people
have been advised to beware of him. I think it's only the
Emperor who hasn't seen anything, he's such a good chap
and never notices in others what he doesn't feel himself.
Above all he wants the Alliance with Austria and would
make big sacrifices if they were necessary. It's his hobby.
But I don't know whether the steps which he's taking in
his efforts to bring Austria and Russia nearer together are
getting on. Here the Russian Ambassador avoided meeting
Aerenthal and the latter just tossed his card to Osten-Sacken
who was however at home. In spite of all pressure exercised
by Germany, Russia will never forgive Austria the annexa-
tion of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the way in which this
was carried out.

Berlin, 4th March, 1910.

I'm very little up in politics. The Greeks appear very
seedy; their royal family still more so. Heaven knows
what the King of Bulgaria has been up to in St. Petersburg,
whence he's been sending some darts to the Emperor William,
whom he cannot forgive for his bad jokes. IswolsH and
Aerenthal are once more at daggers drawn. These two men
will never understand each other.

Seckendorf's death has been a blow to me. He was
carried off after three days with inflammation of the lungs.
I was dining with him five-days before, and he was only
sixty-eight.